Polymerase chain reaction protocols for the detection of DNA from mucosal human papillomavirus types -6, -11, -16, -18, -31 and -33.
Individual types of human papillomaviruses (HPV) which infect mucosal surfaces have been implicated as the causative agents for carcinomas of the cervix, anus, penis, larynx and the buccal cavity, occasional periungal carcinomas, as well as benign anogenital warts. The identification of particular HPV types is thus important for: identifying patients with premalignant lesions who are at risk of progression to malignancy; epidemiological studies; studies of the natural history of these viruses; and even medico-legal cases of suspected sexual abuse of children. In this protocol we describe PCR assays for: the identification of DNA from the mucosal HPVs types -6, -11, -16, -18, -31 and -33; a consensus HPV PCR for detecting DNA from 20 characterised mucosal HPVs, as well as more than 25 novel HPVs; and, for a control PCR for beta-globin.